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Face to Face . 


By EVANGELIST HARVEY H. SPRINGER 


Say! 

I do not know of any text that 
sums up, or more adequately ex- 
presses, the thoughts that revolve 
in our hearts in these perilous 
times, than these. “For now we see 
through a glags ¢arkly,; but then 
face to face... 

The word “now” sums up all 
there is of this brief, fleeting time. 

The word “then” sums up all the 
glory that bursts on the soul of 
the redeemed, when .they put their 
foot on Emanuel’s shore, and say 
farewell to earth and time. 

A short time ago, I was in a sad 


s£home—sadder than a funeral could 


make it, for an unfortunate Father 
and husband is behind state prison 
bars, while three little children tug 
at the skirts of a heart-broken 
mother and wife. “Now we see 
through a glass, darkly.” 

And I met an old man the other 
day, past eighty—no home, no 
friends, no money — “Now we see 
through a glass, darkly.” 

‘A few days ago I was in the hos- 


; pital, while life was fast slipping 


away. The shadows were gather- 
ing around the bed — “Now we 
see through a glass, darkly.” . 

A young woman stopped at my 
study the other day, with all hope 
of a married life broken. Her joy 
“Now 
we see through a glass, darkly.” 


I was in a home, not long ago, 
where millions were once at their 
command. But now, two old people 
live in one room — “Now we see 
through a glass, darkly.” 

I had a friend who was a perfect 
specimen of manhood and health; 
now ‘he is a nervous wreck—health 
gone — “Now we see through a 
glass, darkly.” 

Look where you will, millions of 
people in war-torn countries in 
sorrow and poverty — “Now we 
see through a glass, darkly.” 


When we go yonder to the city 
of the dead, and see the caskets 
slowly going down—then tomorrow 
we reach down with trembling 
hand and brush away the wither- 
ing flowers—“Now we see through 
a. glass darkly.” 


Sometimes when God calls us, we 
are compelled to go through the 
fiery furnace, made seven times 
hotter, or we are forced into the 
den of hungry lions. 

“Now we see through a glass, 
darkly.” 

But I want to turn from the dark 
picture to the other side of the 
text. 

Let sickness come — 

Let poverty come — 

Let old age come — 

Let sorrows come — 

Let storms come — 

(CONTINUED. ON PAGE FOUR) 


PHIL SAINT, CHRISTIAN ARTIST, 
WHOSE STORY STRIP BEGINS NEXT 
WEEK IN THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Above is the likeness of Phil 
Saint, Christian artist. He is a 
very useful Christian worker, a 
young preacher and artist. He has 
a special message for young peo- 


le. 
” Beginning next week in The 
Sword of the Lord, God willing, we 


_ are to have a Christian story strip 


by Phil Saint, entiled, “Gary, A 
Christian At College. ” Gary is a 
normal young fellow full of life and 
enthusiasm with a Christian wid- 
owed mother, and a younger broth- 
er. He goes off to Weston, a modern 
college, and his adventures there 
make thrilling reading. Professors 
who make fun of the Bible and 
students who are worldly make 
many interesting situations. What 
will Gary do about his unsaved 
room-mate ? ? When he runs out of 


— 


money and is offered a chance to 
play in a dance orchestra, will he 
take the job or not? How a col- 
lege prank back-fired, how Gary 
played his trumpet in the rescue 
mission, the joy of winning his first 
soul in college; all these show how 
a Christian must meet the prob- 
lems of life with God’s help. 

This story strip will be specially 
interesting to young Christians, 
and we believe it will stir many 
hearts. It makes plain the plan of 
salvation without any mistake. 
Don’t be afraid for your children to 
read it, for it will preach the gos- 


the Lord. 
We have bought material to con- 
tinue fourteen issues in The Sword 
of the Lord, and each issue will 


tell a complete story. 


toward father. and mother. 


pel in every issue of The Sword of 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


The Ten Commandments sum up 
all law and all duty. The first three 
commandments tell our duty to 
God. The fourth commandment 
summed up, for the Jew, all cere- 
monial law. The last six command- 
ments picture man’s duties to all 


‘mankind. And the very first of 


those commandments about our 
duty to others is this blessed law: 
‘“‘Honor thy father and thy mother; 
that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.” 


The sixth commandment says, 
“Thou shalt not kill,” but before 
that comes the commandment, 
“Honor thy father and thy moth- 
er. ? 

The seventh commandment says, 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery,” 
but before that comes the com- 
mand: “Honor thy father and thy 
mother.” 

The eighth commandment says, 
“Thou shalt not steal,” but before 
that comes the command, “Honor 
thy father and thy mother.” 

The ninth commandment says, 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor,” but before 
that comes the command, “Honor 
thy father and thy mother.” 


The..tenth commandment. says;. 
“Thou shalt not covet” —and all 


the booze selling, all the harlotry, 
all the corruption in public office, 
and nearly all the crime in the 
world is caused by covetousness. 
Yet before that command comes 
this plain law, “Honor thy father 
and thy mother.” 

In God’s sight, then, the first 
duty of every living person is 
One 
cannot be a good husband, or a 
good wife, or a good citizen, or a 
good friend, or a good servant, or 
a good master, or a good Christian 
until first he is a good son or she is 
a good daughter. In God’s sight the 
first duty is not of parent to child, 
but child to parent. The first duty 
is not toward the state, nor toward 
the church, nor toward the job, but 
toward father and mother. The 
heart of all morality, all virtue, all 
righteousness in our action is 
based upon obedience to this.com- 
mand;:“‘Honor thy father and thy 
mother. © 

This command is quoted twice in 
the Old Testament: in Exodus 20: 
12 and in Deuteronomy 5:16. It is 
repeated six times in the New Tes- 
tament. Jesus twice quoted it in 
Matthew: in Matthew 15:4 and 
Matthew 19:19; and twice in 
Mark: in Mark 7:10 and Mark 10: 
19; and once in Luke: Luke 19:20. 
The commandment is also repeated 
in Ephesians 6:2. It is referred to 


in First Timothy 5:3, 4: “Honor 
widows . . children . . requite 
their parents ree Ephesians 6:1 


and Colossians 3:20 command chil-. 


dren to obey their parents, and the 
plain teaching of this command is 
borne out throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. It is difficult to 
exaggerate the enormous. import- 
ance. of this commandment. — 
“Honor thy father and thy moth- 
er” is the first commandment with 
a promise... No promise was given 
with the command to have one God, 
to avoid graven images or idols. 
Taking God’s name in vain brings 
a stern warning that “God will not 
hold him guiltless,” but no prom- 
ise. No promise is given to those 
who keep the Sabbath in the fourth 
commandment. But Ephesians 6: 
2 reminds us this is the first com- 
mandment with promise. And the 
promise is “that thy days may be 
long eg the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee.” There isa 


reason why the Chinese are an un- 
conquerable people who have for 
thousands of years maintained 
themselves and their civilization. 
They had learned scholars and 
classic writings; they made gun 
powoer, made the fisest porcelain 
and the most delicate silk long be- 
fcre the empires of Greece and 
Rome arose and when all of Europe 
was populated by savages. Even 
though they are heathen people, 
God has fulfilled His promise that 
their days should he long in the 
land. But the cardinal virtue of 
the Chinese is reverence, honor, re- 
spect and obedience to ‘parents. 
They have sometimes even carried 
it to worship. They have some- 
times perverted the doctrine. But 
they do honor parents, more than 
any nation in the world, and God 
has kept to them His blessed and 
unfailing word. It pays to honor 
father and mother. It pays in long 
life for individuals and in long life 
for. nations. 

Thus we can see that honoring 
our parents involves all the virtues 
that men admire and begets all the 
blessings men crave. Obedient sons 
and daughters could not be crim- 


‘Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother’ 


inals, could not. be. godless, could 


he 


— Exodus 20:12 


not be traitors To honor father 
and mother disciplines the mind 
and will, corrects errors, and in- 
evitably develops character and 
virtue. To honor father and mother 
kills lawlessness at its source and 
naturally brings peace and pros- 
perity. No wonder God put this 
command first of all in revealing 
our duties to others of mankind. 

Our duty to father and mother 
does not come before our duty to 
God, but it comes before any other 
duty to mankind and could not con- 
tradict our duty to God. 

The greatest possible fight 
against crime would be to start in 
the home and demand everywhere 
that children be strictly taught and 
compelled to honor father and 
mother. 

How may we honor father and 
mother? The Scriptures tell us 
very plainly and here I will name 
some of the ways that the Bible 
commands us to honor father and 
mother. 


|. By Obedience 


Obedience is the first meaning of 
the command, “Honor thy father 
and thy mother.” In Ephesians 6:1 
we are commanded: “Children, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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Free With One Year's 
Subscription to Sword at $1.00 


HERE IT is 


Here is the new book! Thou- 
sands of beautiful cloth-bound, 
gold-jacketed books are coming 
off the press this week. This pic- 
ture only gives a faint idea of its 
beauty. The jacket was drawn by 
Mr. U. S. Abell. It is a picture of 
Noah’s ark on the turbulent waters 
of a flood that has covered the 
whole earth. How well it illustrates 
the first sermon in the book, “AND 
GOD REMEMBERED ....” for 
the Bible says that God remem- 
bered Noah and stopped the rain 
and the waters were assuaged. And 
God remembered Hanna, and re- 
membered Rachel, and remembered 
Abraham, and remembered His 
covenant. And God remembers sin, 
too, and brings it to judgment. But 
God remembers no more against 
believers their sins, which are for- 

ven. . 

But the picjure above does poor 
justice to the” beautiful book. The 
jacket is printed in brown ink on 
expensive gold paper. Then the 
book is bound in tan cloth. The 
antique book paper is India-tinted, 
and is printed in brown ink. There 
are’ 123 pages. qpere are five full- 
page illustratio and there ‘are 
two smaller illustrations, six of 
them drawn especially for this 
‘book. 

I selected these special messages 
because I felt they were the best 
I had written in seven years, writ- 
ing hundreds of sermons and ar- 
ticles. They are: 


“AND GOD REMEBERED ....” 
TEARS IN HEAVEN 
“BEHOLD THE MAN!” 


“WHERE IS THE LORD GOD 
OF ELIJAH?” 


THE EXCEEDING ABUND- 
ANTLY ABLE GOD 


THE TORN VEIL 


We feel this beautiful gift book, 
the nicest we have ever printed, 


will be so popular that thousands 


. 2 


\. 


& ¢€ 


will want the book. So we are 
trusting the Lord and printing 
10,000 copies. That reduces the 
cost enough that we can give this 
beautiful book free with a year’s 
subscription to The Sword of the 
Lord. 


We Want Thousands of 


Subscriptions 

We are willing to make an extra 
sacrifice, in giving free an unusual 
and expensive gift. Some 2,000 of 
you readers got a trial subscrip- 
tion through the Back to the Bible 
Broadcast at Grand Island, Ne- 
braska, and those subscriptions all 
expire in this month of May. It 
is of great importance, then, that 
you renew at once. Otherwise you 
will miss copies of The Sword of 
the Lord. And besides, you will 
miss this unusual s offer, the 
most liberal we have ever made, It 
will not last long. I beg every one 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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to God, the daughter 


ae PAGE TWO 


“Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right.” In Colossians 3:20 
the Word of God -says, “Children, 
obey your parents in all thin 
for this is well pleasing unto the 
Lord,” 

Note that the obedience of chil- 
dren to parents is to be unlimited. 


' Children are to obey their parents 


‘fn all things.” And we are-par- 
ticularly told that the duty of a 
Christian to His God does not in- 


terfere with this duty to parents. | 


Christian children are still to obey 
their parents in all things, and this 
is well pleasing to the Lord. Some- 
times parents will be unconverted, 
but Christian sons and daughters 
must obey them. Sometimes moth- 
ers and fathers will be illiterate or 
ignorant or drunkards, or ungodly, 
but children are to obey them. It 
would be the rarest thing imagin- 
able if it should ever occur, that 
any child could please God by dis- 
obedience to parents. . 

Even about the matter of a vow 
is plainly 
commanded that she is to let her 
father hear her vow, and then pass 
upon it. If her father should allow 
her vow to God, then the vow 
would stand. If her father should 
“disallow” her vow to God, then the 
vow would not stand (Num. 30: 

3-5). And notice that this com- 
mand is about a woman in her fa- 
ther’s house, and not a little girl. 
Grown daughters are ‘to be sub- 
ject to their fathers, even in the 


| matter of religion and vows to God. 


The Rechabites, a certain family 


‘who lived in Judaea in the time of 


Jeremiah, obeyed their father, 
Jonadab, even to the extent of re- 
fusing to drink wine, or build hous- 


_@8 or sow seeds or plant vineyards 


or own them. They took this as 
a solemn duty to Almighty God, 
since it was commanded by their 
ancestors. And God commends 
them for it! (Jer. 35:1-14). 

Jacob obeyed his father and 
mother, even as to where he should 
go to find a wife (Gen. 28:7). 

These are but illustrations of the 
command of God that children are 
to obey their parents in all things. 


Certainly there must come a time 


when the daughter must leave fa- 
ther and mother and put her hus- 
band first. There comes a time 
when the son is no longer a child 
and must be a man. The honor 
must continue then. But certainly 
every child must obey father and 
mother. And if a son were thirty 
years old and still lived at home 
with his parents, he would owe 
them a certain duty of obedience 
that he could not refuse without 
dishonoring God and breaking this 
commandment. 

Parents are duty-bound to en- 
force this obedience. There can be 
no obedience without commands. 
So it is the Christian duty of par- 
ents to demand and enforce strict 
obedience. 


The extent of the parents’ au- 
thority and responsibility to their 
children is made clear to us in 
Deuteronomy 21:18-21 which says: 


“If a man, have a stubborn 
and rebellious son, which will 
not obey the voice of his fa- 
ther, or the voice of his moth- 
er, and that, when they have 
chastened him, will not heark- 
en unto them: 

“Then shall his father aia 
his mother lay hold on him, 
and bring him out unto the 
elders of his city, and unto the 
gate of his place; 

“And they shall say unto the 
elders of his city, This our son~ 
is stubborn and rebellious, he 
will not obey our voice; he is 
a glutton, and a drunkard. 

“And all the men of his city 
shall stone him with stones, 
that he die: so shalt thou put 
evil away from you; and all 
Israel shall hear, and fear.’” 
This command was given, the 
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Entered as second-class matter, 
April 26, 1940, at the post office 
at Wheaton, Dlinois, under the Act 


3,0f March 8, 1897. 
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Scripture says, for this purpose, 
“So shalt thou put away evil from 
among you; and all Israel shall 
hear, and fear.’ For father and 


&8: | mother to have their own son beat- 


en to death with stones seems hor- 
rible. But in God’s sight it is not 
nearly so horrible as to have such 
a boy grow up disobedient to par- 
ents, lawless toward government, 
rebellious and wicked toward God. 
Sin is far worse in God’s sight than 
it is in our sight. And disobedience 
and rebellion is the very heart and 
substance of sin. 


Many, many times the Bible 
plainly commands that children are 
to be whipped or beaten in order to 
make them mind. It is true that 
beating with a rod is not the whoie 
duty of parents to children. Many 
other things parents ought to do, 
too. But it is equally certain from 
the Bible that beating with the 
rod is certainly a duty of parents 
toward children, in many, many 
many cases. Consider: prayerfully 
the following Scriptures, and re- 
member that these are the plain 
commands of God, in His inspired 
Word. 


“He that spareth his -rod 
hateth his son: but he that lov- 
eth him chasteneth him be- 
times” (Prov. 13:24). 

“Chasten thy son while there 
is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying” (Prov. 
19:18). 

“The blueness of a wound 
cleanseth away evil: so do 
stripes the inward parts of the 
belly” (Prov. 20:30). 

“Foolishness is bound in the 
heart of a child;. but the rod of 
correction. shall drive it far 
from him” (Prov. 22:15). ~ 

“Withhold not correction 
from the child: for if. thou 
beatest him with the rod, he 
shall not die. Thou shalt beat. 
him with the rod, and shalt de- 
liver his soul from hell’ (Prov. 
23:13, 14). 

“The rod and reproof give 
wisdom: but a child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to 
Shame .... Correct thy son, 
and he shall give thee rest; 
yea, he shall give delight unto ~ 
thy. soul” (Prov. 29:15, 17). 


Here as plainly as it can be said 
in human language, God tells us 
that to chastize children bodily is a 
mark of parental love, that it 
cleanses the heart, that it drives 
away foolishness, that it keeps 
children from going to Hell, that it 
gives wisdom to the child and rest 
and delight to the parent. 


All the foolish thoughts that 
children would not love parents 
who whipped them are belied by 
the Word of God. And the experi- 
ence of past generations proves 
that a real respect of children for 
parents cannot be had without pun- 
ishment for sins. Really, children 
that are corrected and whipped 
when necessary, made to mind, 
made to speak respectfully, and to 
work honestly, will rise up in later 
years and call the father and 
mother blessed, who helped them 
to form noble character by Scrip- 
tural (punishment, as well as by 
prayer and teaching and example. 


I.'say, the parents must enforce 
obedience as well as deserving it. 
God holds parents to blame when 
children are disobedient, 


Abraham was commanded be- 
cause, God said, “I know him, that 
he will command his children and 
his household after him, and they 


‘Shall keep the way of the Lord, to 


do justice and judgment; that ‘the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him”’ 
(Gen. 18:19). But contrasted to 
Abraham is the case of Eli. His 
grown sons were wicked and adul- 
trous; though in the priesthood. 
And God brought a se upon the 
whole house of Eli, and sent him 
word by the boy Samuel in these 
words: “For I have told him that 
I will judge his house for ever for 
the iniquity which he knoweth; be- 
cause his sons. made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not. 
And therefore I have sworn unto 
the house of Eli, that the iniquity 


1 of Eli’s house shall not be purged 


with sacrifice nor offering forever’ 
(I Sam. 3:13, 14). 

Here God held Eli vennihathle 
for the restraint of his grown and 
wicked sons and brought a curse 
upon him and all his descendants. 

All over the land there are young 
people claiming to be Christians, 
and in many cases sincerely long- 
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ing to please God and to live moral 
and upright lives, but who utterly 
fail to please God because they do 
nut obey father and mother. Re- 
member that God said, ‘Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams’’ 
(I Sam. 15:22). 

There is no way to obey God 
unless you obey those God put over 
you. One who cannot bow to the 
will of father and mother and give 
loving obedience to the ones to 
whom he owes more than to any- 
one else in the world, cannot obey 
God. No doubt in many, many cases 
Christian young people find they 
have no peace, and they wonder 
why they cannot feel the Lord’s 
nearness, and the joy of the con- 
scious communion of the Holy 
Spirit. In many such cases the 
Holy Spirit is grieved by this wick- 
ed sin of rebellion against fathers 
and mothers. ‘Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is 
right” (Eph, 6:1). 

And again hear the Word of 
God: “Children, obey your parents 
in all things, for this is well pleas- 
ing unto the Lord” (Col. 3:20). 


Il. Heart Reverence and Respect 
Demanded 


When the Lord said, ‘‘Honor thy 
father and thy mother,” He meant 
an honor.that really comes from 
the heart. The outward form of 
obedience is not enough. Just as 
the Pharisees who brought sacri- 
fices and tithes, who fasted, who 
made long prayers, and who 
made clean the outside of the cup 
and the platter to be seen of men, 
did not really please God; just so 
an outward form of obedience to 
parents is wicked. God demands 
that the son and daughter honor 
father and mother from the heart. 
The shame and sin of disrespect for 
parents is indicated by Levitieus 
20:9 where the Lord commanded: 
“For everyone that curseth his fa- 
ther or his mother shall be surely 
put to death: he hath cursed his 
father or his mother; his blood 
shall ke upon him.’ Disrespectful 
words to or about parents are sin- 
ful and wicked and worth the death 
penalty in the sight of God. 


Even so, in Proverbs 15:5 we are 
told that one is a fool who “de- 
spiseth his father’s instructions,” 
but a reverent respect for the fa- 
ther’s instructions is a matter of 
wisdom, in God’s sight. And on 
the same theme, Proverbs 30:17 
tells us that “The eye that mocketh 
at his father, and despiseth to obey 
his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out, and the young 
-eagles shall eat it.” 

Not only outward rebellion, but 
a disrespectful glance of a son or 
daughter toward father or mother 
is horrible sin in God’s sight, and 
will bring sure punishment, from 
God. 

Children should respect the phys- 
ical body of father and of mother 
with a holy reverence. Leviticus 
18:7 says, “The nakedness of thy 
father, or the nakedness of thy 
mother, shalt thou not uncover: she 
is thy mother; thou shalt not un- 
cover her nakedness.” 

Women who appear before their 
children three-quarters naked, in 
bathing suits or play suits, so- 
called, sin against God and help to 
break down the proper respect of 
children for parents. 

In Genesis 9:20-22 we are told 
how Noah, soon after the flood, 
planted a vineyard and drank of 
the wine and was drunken, and lay 
uncovered in his tent. “And Ham, 
the father of Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father, and told 
his two brethren without,” we are 
told. Noah’s drunkenness may have 
been unintentional; let us hope that 
it was. At any rate, this Scrip- 
ture does not stress Noah’s mis- 
take, but rather impresses upon us 
the horrible sin of’ Ham, who saw 
‘his father’s nakedness. With the 
spirit of prophecy that was upon 
him, Noah, when he learned what 
his younger son had done in see- 
ing him stretched out naked in his 
tent, pronounced a horrible curse 
upon Canaan, Ham’s son. And to 
this very day the descendants of 
Ham are to be servants of the de- 
scendents of Shem and of Japheth. 
May God help us to take fully to 
heart the lesson. Children ought to 
have a reverential respect toward 
fathers and mothers. 

Some parents very foolishly 
teach their children to call them by 
their first names. In the first place 
‘that is a sin, and in the second 
place it is folly. If Sarah was com- 
mended for calling Abraham, her 
husband, “Lord,” then how much 


more important it is that children 


Bray, May 23, 1941. 


Bible Questions Aniwered 


BY THE EDITOR 


1. In Luke 12:18 what kingdom 
did Jesus mean when He said, “I 
will not drink the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God shall 
come” ? 

Answer: He referred to His own 
literal kingdom on earth, when 
Christ will rule on David’s throne 
in Jerusalem, over the House of 
Israel. It is the kingdom promised 
Him in Luke 1:32, 33. In that 
kingdom, as you will see from 
verses 29 and 30 of the same chap- 
ter, Luke 22, the apostles will sit 
on twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 

Matthew 25:31-46 tells how the 
Lord Jesus, when He returns, “will 
sit upon the throne of His glory.” 
His reign is also discussed in the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation, 
and in Zechariah 14:9, and in the 
eleventh chapter of Isaiah. That is 
the kingdom referred to in Dan- 
iel 2:44, which will be established 


‘when Christ returns, after taking 


His saints with Him up-for a 
honeymoon in Heaven. Daniel 2: 
44 says, “And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed: and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand forever.” So it is the 
kingdom of God, as well as the per- 
sonal kingdom of Christ. 

2. Did Judas partake of the bread 
and wine? 

Answer: Yes, it appears from 
Luke 22:19-21 that Judas was 
there at the Lord’s Supper. Verse 
20 tells how Jesus said, “This cup 
is the New Testament in my 
blood.” Then in the next verse He 
said, ‘‘But, behold, the hand of him 
that betrayeth me is with me on 
the table.” So Judas, I think, was 
there at the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper. 


3. Is Judas Iscariot to be the 
antichrist ? 

Answer: No, Judas Iscariot has 
already gone to his own place, that 
is to Hell (Acts 1:25). The anti- 
christ will be a man on earth who 
will restore the Roman Empire 
and rule as a world-wide dictator 
at Rome. The only réason that any- 
body ever thinks that Judas Iscariot 
is the antichrist is because the 
term, “son of perdition,” is used 
about Judas Iscariot in John 17: 
12 and is used about the antichrist 
in Second Thessalonians 2:3. There 
is nothing else in the Bible, as far 
as I know, to connect the two per- 
sons. No man who has gone to 
Hell will ever come back to earth. 

4. Ought Christians to attend 
County and State Fairs? ~ 

Answer: Yes, I think there is no 
reason why a Christian might not 
attend State and County Fairs. 
Usually there are some things 
which are wrong, but a Christian 
does not have to patronize. that 
part. And I have found that the 
finest people often take an active 
part in such fairs and that. they 
often do good. We can live in cities 
and do good without entering every 
place of amusement in the city, 
and so we can attend County Fairs 
without taking part at every booth 
or amusement. Some amusements 
are clean and many exhibits are 
educational. Even in the public 
schools there are things taught 
that are not true, and in every 
library there are books that one 


should address their parents only 
in the most reverential, respectful 
terms! 

A girl goes away to college and 
does not write to mother with any 
regularity. And father, perhaps, 
only gets a brief note when there 
is need for more money. How 
wicked! And many a boy goes off 
to the city to work, and is so oc- 
cupied with his companions that 
he does not even answer mother’s 
letter. If you are that kind, then 
you are a cheat, and guilty of the 
‘basest ingratitude. The hearts of 
mother and father long to know all 
about their children. But even more 
they long to have the love and the 
respect and reverence that are 
their proper due. If one reads this 
who has been guilty of neglect of 
father or mother, I hope that to- 
day you will remedy that error and 
confess and forsake that sin. Let- 
ters, words of endearment, a chaste 
kiss, pictures, telegrams, flowers, 
and gifts—how much they mean to 
parents when sons and daughters 


—— 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


ought not to ‘read, but we ought 
not to avoid all schools and li- 
braries for that reason. 


5. Ought Christians to patronize 
and read Sunday newspapers? 

Answer: In my judgment most 
of the Sunday newspaper is trash. 
What fiction is published in daily 
newspapers and Sunday -newspa- 
pers is usually very sorry. The 


Sunday newspapers have more: fic- oo Eee 


tion. But the news.a rid. ate: 
fairs, I count an important Partof; 
my information. I am jmot “inter 

ested in stories of divorcea 
ish items, but I do want to know 
how the war is going, what the 


government is doing, and other im- “ 


portant trends, I think that many 
very fine Christians feel that for 
the sake of the news, it is all right 
to have a Sunday newspaper. The 
comics are usually better moral 
standards than the reading mat- 
ter in the daily newspaper, and 
children like comics, I do not know 
any Scripture that would forbid 
children or others reading the fun- 
nies. When we had Sunday news- 
papers coming to our house, in 
the past, we had a set rule that no 
one was to look at the papers ‘until 
all of us had gone to Sunday School 


}and preaching and then in the af- 


ternoon the children ware allowed 
to see the comics. | 

On this matter, D. L. Moody and 
many fine Christian people would 
differ. They felt that Christians 
ought not to take Sunday papers. 
However, Surday papers are al- 
ways printed before Sunday or at 
the latest sometimes Saturday 
night and do not. necessarily keep 
people from attending the House 
of God. 

On the Sabbath question I sug- 
gest that you get my booklet, “Sun- 
day or Sabbath, Which Should 
Christians Observe ? 


6. Ought a Christian solicit subs 
for, collect for, and deliver Sunday 
papers? 

Answer: Certainly not if it of- 
fends his conscience or ifdt offends 
the conscience of others to stumble. 
If it hurts a man’s influence he 
ought not. On the other hand if a 
man’s conscience finds nothing 
wrong in the matter; and no one 
else would be offended or harmed, 
then it might be permissible. Cer- 
tainly there is no Scripture that 
forbids it. 

On this matter be sure to read 
First Corinthians 10:23-33 and 
First Corinthians, chapter 8. 

Sunday is really not a Sabbath 
Day, in the Old Testament sense. 
Rather, it is the Lord’s day, and it 
is observed, if at all, voluntarily, 
and not by commandments. I cer- 
tainly think we should keep it dif- 
ferently from the other days of the 
week, but prayerfully and as the 
Spirit leads, not by the letter of 
the law. 

7. Ought Christian parents allow 
lads to deliver dailies when they 
must deliver to theaters, liquor 
stores, and cafes handling beer ?” 

Answer: Again, this is a matter 
which the Scripture does not men- 
tion. Would it be wrong for a 
bakery to sell bread to a cafe which 
sold beer? I think it might not be. 
Would it be wrong for a postman 
to deliver mail to a hotel where 
liquor is sold? I think not. At the 
same time, every parent should be 
careful about where their children 
go. If there is any danger of a 
boy being tempted by liquor or if 
in his own mind he thinks he is 
giving assent to the Mquor busi- 
ness, then he ought not to go where 
it is sold, and he ought not to go 
against his conscience or the par- 
ent’s conscience in the matter. 

However, the Spirit will lead 


those who honestly seek to Know © 


His will in such matters. 

8. Ought Christians ever accept 
cash, cars, or other prizes as a re- 
sult of drawing numbers or names 
as done at stores, fairs, etc., wheth- 
er purchases are required or not? 

Answer: Yes, I think it would be 
all right for Christians to accept 
such prizes. In such drawings the 
accepting of a prize is not lottery, 
and is not gambling, because no- 
body loses. The compafiy that gives 
away the prize gets the value back 
in advertising and nobody puts up 
any money on the chance of: win- 
ning. If there was any cost in- 
volved, then it would be wrong to 
buy a lottery ticket or a chance at 
a drawing. That would be a raffle 
or a lottery, a form of gambling. 
I do not know of any reason why 
a Christian should not accept a free 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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) Bible Questions 
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gift given him by some company 
as a matter of advertising, when 
nobody loses by it and when gam- 
bling is not encouraged. 

Of course, if it would mean that 
one had to attend a theater, to he 
present at a bank night, that wouid 
be wrong, or if one had to be in 
company, or at a place not be- 


"> fitting a Christian, it would’ be 


, Christian expect the 
Lord to supply his needs when he 
jobs that require the sell- 


or participation in any way in raf- 
fies or drawings to stimulate trade, 
or in any way to please the county 
fair officials? 

Answer: A Christian may expect 
the Lord to supply his needs, if he 
does. two things: First, if he puts 
his trust in the Lord and depends 
upon the Lord; and second, if he as 
far as he knows how, follows the 
clear leading of the Holy Spirit and 


- of the Bible as he understands it. 


A Christian never has to act on 
other people’s leadings or other 
people’s understanding. -~ 

10. Ought a Christian accept a 
prize given by an employer because 
one is among a few top-notchers in 
sales? Is this not a form of gam- 
bling ? 

Answer: Certainly not. If one by 
hard work has earned some extra 


"pay or an extra reward of any 


kind, there is nothing wrong in re- 
ceiving it. There is no gambling 
involved when no one risks any- 


. thing or loses anything. 


11. The Bible speaks of fire and 
brimstone in Hell, does Hell really 
mean real fire or what? 

Answer: Yes, I think there is lit- 
erally real fire in Hell. Jesus used 
the word fire many, many times 
in talking about Hell. See specially 
Mark 9:43-49, where the Lord says 
six times that there is fire in Hell. 

Again in Luke 16, verses 19 to 
31 we find that the rich man died 
and went to Hell and was torment- 
ed in flame. I believe what J esus 
said about it. 

The Bible indicates that Hell is 
down, and that the wicked shall be 
cast. down to-Hell. Well, down 
means toward the center of the 
earth; and it is a well-known fact 
that the further we get into the 
is the reason that the lava that 
comes out of volcanoes is molten, 
and even the mines down in the 
earth are warmer than the surface 


of the earth, usually.” 


12. When a child of God leaves 
this world, where does he go; does 
he immediately go to be with the 
Lord, or what? 

Answer: That is answered by 
Luke 16:22 where we are told that 
“the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham’s 
bosom.” He went immediately to 
be with the Lord. Again in Luke 
23:43 we learn that the dying thief 
who called on Jesus went to Heav- 
en that day with Jesus. He said, 
“Today shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.” That same day the thief 
went with Jesus to Paradise. Again 
in Philippians 1:23 Paul says, “For 
I am in a strait betwixt two, having 
a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better.” So if 
Paul should die, he knew he would 
go to be with Christ; that is, he 
would instantly go to Heaven. 

13. Concerning soul winning, 
what about those who are quiet 

Christians and sort of backward 
in speaking but still live the real 
Christian life; will the Lord still 
hold us responsible for that?” 

Answer: Yes, certainly every 
Christian ought to win souls. No 
matter how backward you are, you 
have a tongue and you use it for 
other things, why not use it for 
God? It took just as much of the 
blood of Christ to save a timid man 
as a bold man. Then, besides, hu- 
man boldness and human talk- 
ativeness is not what it takes to 
win souls. It takes the working 
of the Holy Spirit through a Chris- 
tian. And He is as willing to work 
through timid Christians and ‘hum- 
ble Christians and quiet Christians 
as if they were bolder. Every 
ought to win souls, and 


Christ. He said in Matthew 4:19: 
“Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 
14. Is it a sin to roller skate? 
Answer: It is not necessarily a 
in to roller skate. Skating itself 


ae eee hee ee 


ee ee ne en 


‘to get together. It is not wrong for 


do, and it does not involve gam- 
bling as cards would. But some- 
times roller skating puts one in 
bad company. There is no harm 
in skating itself. If it puts you in 
bad company, where beer is sold 
‘and drank, where there is loud and 
profane talking, or otherwise would 
lead you to do wrong, then, of 
course, you ought to avoid it. 


15. Were the people in First Co- 
rinthians 5:6 saved people? 
That verse says, “Your glorying 
is not good. Know ye not that a 
little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump ?” 

Answer: Yes, that refers to 
Christian people. The people at 
Corinth were exhorted to turn out 
this man who was living in open 
sin, lest others should be led to sin 
also. It is not referring to salva- 
tion here, but to Christian living. 
Later Paul asked that the same 
man be restored to fellowship after 
he had turned his back on his 
worldly life and repented (II Cor. 
2:1-11). 

16. Referring to the strange fire 
of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 
10:1-5, the question was asked, 
“They were washed, sprinkled with 
oil and blood and water, made fit 
for the service of the Lord. Were 
they saved or lost? 

Answer: The Bible does not say. 
They may never have been saved. 
The Bible has no record of their 
conversion. They were only made 
ceremonially clean and ceremonial- 
ly fit for the service of the taber- 
nacle. Nothing is said about wheth- 
er they were saved or lost, and we 
ought not to put it in where God 
left it out. If they were saved, 
then they were not lost because 
they sinned. If they were lost, then 
all the washing of water and 
sprinkling of blood and anointing 
with oil would not make them 
saved. Only faith in Christ saves, 
and Christ saves forever. 


17. Korah and his company had 
charge of the tabernacle. Were 
they saved? (Num. 16:32-35).. 
Answer: That would not prove 
they were saved. Preachers, dea- 
cons, Sunday School teachers are 
often unsaved. 

18. Please explain First Corin- 
thians 3:16, 17: “If any man defile 
the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy; for the temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye are.” 


destroying the temple, evidently, 
Sin is a curse on the human body. 
When a Christian sins, it still de- 
files his body.: Christian people will 
die earlier if they drink, or if they 
use tobacco, or if they give way 
to temper. “The wages of sin is 
death;” death even to the human 
body after the soul is saved and 
cannot die. 7 


19. Is it proper to have parties 
and social affairs in the church 
building ? 

Answer: I think that parties or 
social meetings can be made a 
great blessing, or can be made a 
curse in church buildings. It is 
certainly not wrong for Christians 


them to eat together. The Lord 
Jesus often went to social affairs. 
He went to the wedding in Cana of 
Galilee (John 2). He went to many 
big suppers, one described in John 
12, one described in Luke 7.at the 
house of Simon the Pharisee, and 
to a big supper of publicans (tax 
collectors, very wicked set of men) 
when Matthew or Levi the publican 
was converted (Matt. 9:10). So so- 
cial meetirigs are not wrong. 

On the other hand, it is wrong 
(1) to have a social affair just to 
make money instead of teaching 
people to give God’s way by tithes 
and offerings. (2) It is wrong to 
have social affairs that dishonor 
Christ by any worldliness or sin 
like raffling things off or playing 
games that people generally gam- 
ble on, etc. (3) Even to have any 
social affair that does not especial- 
ly honor the Lord would seem to 
me to be harmful. 


be said about social affairs in a 
home. We ought to honor Christ in 
a home.as well as in a church. 

In 1932 I organized a church in 
Dallas, Texas, and was pastor of 
it for seven and a half years. A* 
first, we had no social affairs what- 
ever at the church. Later I felt it 
wise to have some quiet meetings 
of the young people and others to 
have Christian fellowship. I think 
it did good and I think it may often 


just be concession to unsaved peo- 


ple and it should not be run in a; 
worldly way that would dishonor 
God. 


Answer: God is talking about}. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


David’s Four-Fold 
Reaping of His Sin 


BY Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 


“And David’s anger was 
greatly kindled against the 
man; and he said to Nathan 
‘ . He shall restore the lamb 
four-fold” (II Sam. 12:5, 6). — 


Sin may be confessed, but after 
all, there are temporal consequenc- 
es that follow. “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked; for whatsoever 
aman soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6:7), and when David 
committed that awful sin that 
made such a blot upon his record, 
you remember how he gave judg- 
ment against himself. Nathan came 
and told that story about the ewe 
lamb. David loved sheep and more 
than once he had put his life in 
jeopardy to save a lamb, and so 
when Nathan told of this rich-man 
who took the ewe lamb and killed 
it in order to make a dinner for his 
visitors, he was wrought up and 
said, ‘‘The man that hath done this 
thing... . shall restore the lamb 
four-fold”. (II Sam. 12:5, 6). And 
in this David pronounced his own 
judgment. Nathan brought the 
word home to him and said, ‘‘Thou 
art the man.’”’ And David said, “I 
have sinned against the Lord.’”’ And 
the Lord put away his sin, but 
there were temporal consequences 
still. David had said, “The man 
who hath done this thing .... 


shall restore the lamb four-fold.” 


The little child that Bath-sheba 
bore became sick, and David went 
in and threw himself down before 
God and pled with the Lord to save 
that little child’s life. By and by 
he noticed his servants whispering 
together, and said, “Is the child 
dead?” They said, “Yes,” And 
David went out and washed him- 
self, sat down, and took food. 
“Why,” they said, ‘what a strange 
thing; when the child was living 
you fasted and would not eat, and 
now that the child is dead, you 


anoint yourself and eat.” David 
said, ““While the child was yet alive 
I fasted and wept: for I said, Who 
can tell whether God will be gra- 
cious to me that the child may 
live? But now he is dead....I 
shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me” (II Sam. 12:22, 23). 
There was David’s first lamb tak- 
en away. 


Then you remember how Amnon 
committed the very same kind of 
sin that his father had committed. 
It is an awful thing, “Visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth 
generation” (Exo. 20:5). The fa- 
ther goes into sin and the first 
thing you know, the son goes into 
the same thing. And Absalom was 
so angry about the wrong wrought 
upon his sister that he slew Am- 
non, There was David’s second 
lamb. 


And then Absalom _ turned 
against his father, and this Psalm 
was written, perhaps, while David 
was fleeing from his presence. How 
David would have saved Absalom 
if he could! When Joab went out 
against Israel he said, “Deal gently 
for my sake with the young man, 
even with Absalom” (II Sam. 18: 
5). But when Joab found him 
caught in the boughs of the tree, he 
drove three darts through his heart 
and David's third lamb had gone. 


And now David is an old man 


and Solomon has come to the 


throne, and it looks as though 
David is going to have to restore 


bs 
only three-fold. But, no, the last - 


sorrow that he had was ‘Adonijah, 


another son, who rebelled against |#= 


Solomon and was put to death, and 
so David had restored four-fold. 
We need to realize that it is a 
serious thing to have to do with the 


living God. We get so careless | #7 


about sin; we get so indifferent and 
imagine that we can sin with im- 


punity, but God’s Book says, “Be | 


sure your sin will find you out.” 
(Extract from Bible Study, ‘Con- 
sidering the Poor,” in Our Hope 
magazine, May, 1941.) 
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NO COMPROMISE 


No test is harder tc a conscien- 
tious Christian than the necessity 
of separation in matters of con- 
science and principle from those 
most dearly loved. They plead so 
plausibly for our concessions ‘and 
surrenders, that it seems almost 
harsh to ride rough-shod over all 
their -sweet affection and gentle 
pleading. One of the finest of mod- 
ern paintings represents a beau- 
tiful French girl, on the night pre- 
ceding the awful massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, trying t? pin a little 
badge on the breast of her Prot- 
estant lover, and with tearful eyes 
and strained entreaty pleading with 
him to wear it as his only defense 
against the murderous swords of 
his assassins. With tender love but 
heavenly courage he is represented 
as gently holding back her hand 
and detaching the rosette from his 
bosom, knowing all the while that 
it was probably the last time they 
would ever meet on earth. It is 
just such little things as this which 
constitute the difference between 
loyalty and treason, between the 
hero martyr and the easy time 
server of every age. 

—A. B. Simpson 
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“Face To Face” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
Let death come — 
“. «+ « but then face to face.’ 
“All things work together for 
good ....” Do you believe it? 


But wait till the shadows length- 
en. 


Wait till the night comes. 
Wait till the cupboard is empty. 

Wait till the little feet are on 
the bare ground. 7 

Wait till you haven’t got a friend 
in the world. 

Wait till the fiery darts of hell 
are hurled at you. 

Wait till the poison dagger is 
stuck in your back. 


Then is the time to answer, ‘“‘Do 
you believe all things work to- 


_ gether for good?” 


My friends, there can be no ques- 
tion as to the outcome. 
“, .- « but then face to face.” 


Oh, thank God, many have the 
joy — we stayed with Christ. We 
haven’t had a wreck. Some day we 
will pull into the Union Station 
above. We have orders from on 
High. Jesus Christ is our Superin- 
tendent. We will throw in our best 
our 
money, pull open wide the throttle 
of Divine power, ring the joy bells 
of ‘glory, turn on the headlight of 
hope, go across the bridges, 
through the dark tunnels, until at 
last we will roll into the Union 
Station above. We will know what 
it all means then, and one look at 
His Blessed face, will be glory 
enough for me. And when He 
shows those nail-scarred hands, all 
Heaven shall fall down and worship 


Him. Oh, what a reunion! Some of, 


you thought you were going to 
cross over a long time ago. 


I was at the bedside of a friend 
of mine not long ago—an old man, 
nearing Jordan’s swelling tide. He 
said, “Harvey, I’m crossing over, 
but when I get there, I am going 
to ask the Lord for two favors — 
first, the day and the hour when 
you are.coming home, and then for 
a holiday that day. I want to get 
off and be down at.the gate when 
you come home. I want to be the 
first to put my arms around you.” 


You know, I believe I have more 
friends up there than I have down 
here. Thank God, “. ... but then 
face to face.” 


As F. M. Lehman has so beau- 
tifully written: 


“There’s no disappointment 
Heaven, 

No weariness, sorrow, nor pain; 

No hearts that are bleeding and 
broken; 

No song with a minor refrain. 

The clouds of our earthly horizon 

Will never appear in the sky, 

But all will be sunshine and glad- 
ness 

With never a tear or a sigh. 


in 


We'll never pay rent for our man- 
sion, 

The taxes will never come due; ° 

Our garments will never grow 
threadbare 

But always be fadeless and new. 

We'll never be hungry nor thirsty, 

Nor languish in poverty there, 

For all the rich bounties of Heaven, 

His sanctified children will share. 


There’ll never be crepe on the door- 
knob, 

No funeral train in the sky, 

No graves on the hill-sides of glory, 

For there we shall never-more die. 

The old will be young there forever, 

Transformed in a moment of time; 

Immortal we'll stand-in His like- 
ness, 

The stars and the sun to outshine. 


Chorus 


I’m. bound for that beautiful city, 
My Lord has prepared for His own, 
Where all the redeemed of all ages, 


Sing “Glory” around the white 
throne! - 

Sometimes I grow homesick for 
heaven 


_ And the glories I there shall be- 


- hold. 7 
What a joy that will be when my 
Saviour I see 
In that beautiful city of gold.” 


_ Some of these days the papers 
will have headlines: “Harvey H. 


Springer died last night.” It won't 
_ be true. 
s _ little engine may stop and this body 


I won’t be dead. This 


may fall to the ground, but thank 
d, they will be waiting for me 
up there. 


I am wondering, will they be 
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Free With One Year’s 
Subscription To 
The Sword At $1.00 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


of you to renew your subscription 
today. 


Hundreds and hundreds of others. 


will find their subscriptions are ex- 
piring this month or have already 
expired and we are sending you 
this copy of The Sword of the Lord 
so you may have this unusual priv- 
ilege, If your time is out, you will 
be taken off the list and will miss 
this blessed little paper that God 
has used so wonderfully to keep 
evangelistic fires burning, to teach 
Christians and to win sinners. And 
you will miss, too, this beautiful 
gift book, this lovely cloth bound 
book with gold jacket, beautiful 
pictures, India tinted paper and 
brown ink, with the favorite ser- 
mons which are the very cream of 
the editor’s writings for years. 


JUST SEND $1.00 TO RENEW 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION ONE 
YEAR AND YOU’ WILL GET 
THE BEAUTIFUL BOOK, “AND 
GOD REMEMBERED ....” AB- 
SOLUTELY FREE, POSTPAID. 


Or send $2.00 for a three-years’ 
subscription to The Sword of the 
Lord and the book will be sent free 
also. 

You may send as many subscrip- 
tions as you like at the regular 
rate of $1.00 a year, and get a gift 
book free with each subscription. 


We want the subscriptions now, 
and the offer will be continued for 
a very limited time. After that, if 
you want the book you must buy it. 
So please hurry and send your sub- 
scription at once. 


If you are already paid in ad- 
vance, we will extend your -sub- 
scription from the time it would 
normally expire. You cannot lose. 

Dear Dr. Ironside, the greatest 
Bible teacher in America, has 
promised that we may have a num- 
ber of other sermons for The Sword 
of the Lord. I heard him preach 
last night and my soul was.thrilled, 
in the great Moody Church where 
thousands gather. every Lord’s day 
to wait on his blessed ministry. Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller has given us per- 
mission to take and use any of his 
sermons. We will have some of 
those messages, God willing, that 
are stirring millions of hearts on 
the radio broadcast of The Old 


Fashioned Revival Hour. Dr. W. B. 


Riley has given us permission to 
print some of his sermons also. 
There will be accounts of revivals, 
stories of happy _ conversions. 
There will be evangelistic sermons 
from the greatest soul winners in 
America. . 


We covet. your prayers and 
earnestly ask for your help in get- 
ting subscribers to The Sword of 
the Lord. The editor gets not a pen- 
ny of income from the paper, and 
never has, All this labor is done for 
Jesus and I know He will repay. 
I will be wonderfully happy if we 
can spread these gospel messages to 
many thousands of new homes. 
Will you send subscription for your 
pastor, or Sunday school teachers, 
or for your mother or father or 
some other friend who needs it? 

If you like, you may send a sub- 
scription to a friend and have the 
book sent to you personally as a 
gift. 

Don’t wait, but send your sub- 
scription today and get the beau- 
tiful book, “AND GOD REMEM- 
BERED ... .” free. Be sure to 
give full name and address: and 
state whether new or renewal sub- 
scription. | 

Write THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD PUBLISHERS, 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 

————__— 


SOUL REST 


“The Gospel does not command. 


us to do anything in order to ob- 
tain life, but it bids us to live 
that which Another has done; and 
the knowledge of its life-giving 
truth is not labor; but rest — rest 


of soul — rest which is the root of 


all true labor; for in receiving 
Christ we do not labor in order to 
rest, but we rest in order to work. 
In believing, we cease to work for 
pardon, in order that we may work 
from it;’ and what incentive to 
work, or source of joy in working, 
can be greater than an ascertained 
and realized forgiveness? I am 
sure that the more we are able to 
realize a present pardon, the more 
we shall wish to live so as to please 
Him” (Eph; 4:32).— Bonar. 


“Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


begin to break the home ties or 
even when they are far away. No 
son or daughter really honors fa- 
ther or mother who does not day 
by day remember, and with rev- 
erential and loving respect, seek to 
make the days happy and make 
mother and father proud and glad. 
To honor father and mother is 
more than deeds; it is an attitude 
of heart. 


lil. To Honor Meats Financial 
Support and Provision For 


Father and Mother 

“God so loved that He gave... .” 
Love always gives. And so it is 
that a real honor for father and 
mother in the heart of any son or 
daughter will cry out for expres- 
sion in material things. And so for 
any son or daughter to pretend to 
honor father and mother and yet 
to let them go hungry or to fail to 
provide for their comforts and hap- 
piness in material things is hy- 
pocrisy. It is God’s appointed way 
that “Honor thy father and thy 
mother” means to support father 
and mother when they need it. 

Note that this is the meaning the 
Saviour Himself gave to this com- 


-mandment. In Mark 7:10-13 are 


the following words of Jesus: 

“For Moses said, Honour thy 
father and thy mother; and, 

--Whoso curseth father or moth- 

er, let him die the death. 

“But ye say, If a man shall 
say to his father or mother, It 
is Corban, that is to say, a gift, 
by whatsoever thou mightest 
be profited by me; he shall be 
free. 

“And ye suffer him no more 
to do ought for his father or 
his mother; 

“Making the word of God of 
none effect through your tra- 
dition, which ye have de- 
livered; and many such like 
things do ye.” | 
Jesus is discussing the command, 

“Honour thy father and thy moth- 
er,” the sixth of the Ten Command- 
ments. And He plainly says that 
when the Pharisees, or religious 
leaders, encouraged young people 
to dedicate their money to God, 
saying, “It is Corban,” and then 
allowing such young people to do 
no more for father and mother, 
they were guilty of wicked perver- 
sion of Scripture. They were put- 
ting their tradition instead of the 
Word of God, and making the 
Word of God of none effect, Jesus 
said, because ‘“‘Honor thy father 
and thy mother” means to support 
father and mother. , 

There are two lessons which are 
plainly indicated here. One is that 
while all of us should give to the 
Lord’s cause in proportion as He 
has prospered us, yet it is wicked 
to make that an excuse for not sup- 
porting parents. If a son can eat, 
then father and mother should eat. 
If he has a shelter over his head, 
then father and mother should have 
Shelter also. It is wicked and un- 
Christian for sons and daughters 
not to.provide for fathers and 
mothers when they are old. And 
another lesson is this: the Saviour 
seems to have foreknown that in 
these days there would be great 
pressure on various groups to take 
care of old people. The churches 
are beseiged to care for the old 
and poor and unemployed. And the 
government is urged to-give them 
pensions. A foolish and wicked 
Townsend plan proposes to take the 
responsibility away from children 
and saddle it upon an overloaded 
government. That is absolutely 
contrary to the word of God. God’s 
plan is that sons and daughters 
should care for their mothers and 
fathers. That is involved, Jesus 
tells us here, in the command to 
“Honor thy father and thy moth- 
er.” And the promise, “That thy 


days may be long upon the land 


which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee,” is not to governments which 
furnish an old age pension, but to 
a people where parents are sup- 
ported by their childrén, whenever 
necessary. 

This teaching, that children are 
responsible to God to take care of 
their elders, is repeated in First 
Timothy 5:3, 4.- The question under 
discussion is this: shall the local 
church be responsible for the finan- 
cial support of widows in the con- 
gregation? And in answer, this 
chapter plainly tells us: “Honor 
widows. that are widows indeed. 


But if any widow have children or. 
nephews, let them learn first to 


show piety at home, and to requite 
their parents: for that is good and 


e 
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acceptable before God.” And here 
honor means to provide for. But 
the church is not to provide for 
widows who have children, or even 
those who have ‘nephews. It is a 
shame for parents to be supported 
by a church when there are chil- 
dren. It is true piety, says this 
Scripture, for children to “requite 
their parents.” 

Note the word requite. It means 
to pay back. Every child owes an 
honest debt, and he is dishonest 
if he does not requite his parents, 


theth the money and the care which 
have been so unselfishly poured out 
on him by father and mother. 

Then that passage in First Tim- 
othy 5 continues (verse 8): “But 
if any provide not for his own, 
(his own widows or his own par- 
ents), and specially those of his 
own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 
And the chapter expressly com- 
mands that younger widows are not 
to be supported at all by the 
church, and no old people are to 
be supported by the churches who 
have saved children. In other 
words, real Christians take care of 
father and mother in old age, and 
those who do not are worse than 
infidels, says the Scripture. 

Many people have thought that 
this verse,‘ First Timothy 5:8, re- 
ferred to a man providing for his 
wife and children, but it is not so. 
It plainly teaches that if children 


younger people do not care for the 


} widows and dependent older ones 


of their families, that they are 
worse than infidels. For a heathen 
Chinese supports his aged parents, 
and why should not a Christian do 
far more? 

Let every readér consider well 
the reasons for supporting father 
and mother. First, honesty requires 
it. One who is not willing to pay 
back the care and support that 
was lavished on him is crooked and 
dishonest. Second, gratitude would 
compel anyoné with a tender heart 
to rejoice at the privilege of pro- 
viding for father and mother who 
have done so much for him. Third, 
it is nature’s law, that the produc- 
tive period should be in youth and 
middle life. Little children need 
someone to care for them. Older 
people who have passed the years 
of employability and productivity 
should be supported. Parents should 
first care for children and then 
children should care for parents. 
That is nature’s law, and God’s law. 

Great blessings will come when 
children support their aged parents, 
who are unable to support them- 
selves. First, it will relieve the 
government and relieve business of 
the burden of pensions. God did 
not command the government to 
care for old people. God did not 
command business firms to care for 
retired employees. But certainly 
God did command children to care 
for their parents. Second, a far 
greater blessing would be that it 
would make the family tie again 
strong. It would encourage large 
families. Children would be re- 
garded as a blessing and not as a 
liability. It would give peace of 
mind and trust in God to old peo- 
ple. It would eliminate enormous 
social and economic problems and 
make for a wide-spread general 
peace and prosperity. In other 
words, it would lead to the fulfill- 
ment of the blessed promise of 
God: “That thy days may be long 
in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee.” 

To honor father and mother 
means to provide for them in old 
age, as the Scriptures clearly teach. 


IV. True Godliness Honors Parents 
Best 


Honoring father and mother is a 
matter more of the heart than of 
the hand. Thus true godliness on 
the part of children brings the 
greatest honor to father and moth- 
‘er and the greatest joy to their 
hearts. | | 

Proverbs 23:24 and 25 say: 

“The father of the righteous 
shall greatly rejoice: and he 
that begetteth a wise child 
shall have joy of him. 

“Thy father and thy mother 
shall be glad, and she that bare 

. thee shall rejoice.” 

How many times I have known 0 

mothers who would lie awake at 


night, weeping over sons or daugh- | 


ters who were’ dutiful in outward 
matters but unsaved. Such sons 
and daughters go through the out- 


ward form of obedience, but in 


- | mothers’ 


and earnestly try to make up to, 


do not requite their parents, and if- 
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their hearts they rebel against 
and fathers’ God and 
bring shame and heartache and 
grief to parents. 

We are told: “A wise son mak- 
eth a giad father; but a foolish 
son is the heaviness of his moth- 
er” (Prov. 10:1). 3 

And again: “A wise son maketh 


spiseth his mother” (Prov. 15:20). 

And: “A foolish son is a grief 
to his father” (Prov. 17:25). 

“A foolish son is the calamity of 
his father” (Prov. 19:13). 

“The companion of riotous men 
shameth his father’ (Prov. 28:7). 

Certainly it is clear that a child 
cannot honor his father and go into 
sin or turn away from God. 

How Timothy’s unfeigned faith 
and great usefulness must have 
pleased his godly mother, Eunice, 
and his good Christian grandmoth- 
er, Lois! : 

And how the prodigal son 
brought grief and shame to his 
father!: The father’s money ‘was 
wasted, the father’s heart was 
broken, and the reproaches of the 
elder brother made the father’s lot 
harder yet. 

My own mother gave me to the 
Lord when I was born. I didn’t 
learn of it until years later, after 
she had gone to Heaven. And now 
it makes me happy to feel that she 
rejoices, knowing that I love the 
Lord, knowing my labors, and how 
earnestly I am trying to get out 
the gospel to a dying world. 


Even in Heaven our mothers 
know about us. The Bible tells us 
that there are tears in Heaven 
(Rev. 21:8). Parents even in Heav- 
en are honored or dishonored by 
their chidren. 

Years ago the song, ‘Tell Mother 
I’ll Be There,” touched thousands 
of hearts. Many a prodigal boy, 
and many a wayward girl came to 
the Saviour under the moving im- 
pulse of the thought that a mother 
in Heaven would be honored and 
pleased at the joyful news of her 
child’s conversion. And _ surely 
when “Joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just per- 
sons, which need no repentance” 
(Luke 15:7), the mother would 
have a large part in the rejoicing. 

How can you honor your mother 

or father without making sure of 
meeting them in Heaven? How can 
you honor father and mother with- 
out trusting in their Saviour and 
serving their God? It is my hum- 
ble prayer that today some reader 
may resolve: ‘TI will trust in the 
Saviour my mother loved and be- 
lieved in. Today I will follow in the 
footsteps of my godly father or my 
Christian mother.” 
If you will decide that today, 
then will you let me hear from 
you? I will write you a personal 
letter and answer any questions 
and will send you free some gos- 
pel literature that will give sweet 
assurance so you may know your 
sins are forgiven and your soul 
saved. 

Then one glad day in Heaven 
the circle will be unbroken and the 
whole family can gather and praise 
God together! 

And if your parents are unsaved, 
it will certainly not honor them to 
go on in sin, for the Scripture says, 
“Sin is a reproach to any people.” 
Even when mother and father are 
not saved, they do not want their 
son to be a drunkard nor their girl 
to be a harlot. Your unbelief, your 
worldliness, your rejection of Christ 
will bring shame and heartache to 
them in the long run. So the best 
thing you can ever do to honor 
father and mother will be to take 
Christ as your own Saviour, trust- 
ing Him with all your heart, de- 
pending on Him to forgive your 
sins and save your soul. Will you 
do that today? 

“Honor thy father and thy moth- 
er; that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee” (Exo. 20:12). 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE. 
For Christian Workers 


today. 
The Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, Ml. 


a glad father; but a foolish son de- 
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